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Our Three Legacies… Recovery, Unity & Service 
Steps, Traditions and Concepts 

Step Three 

“Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over 

to the care of God as we understood Him.” 

There is only one key, and it is called willingness.  

Once unlocked by willingness, the door opens  

almost of itself, and looking through it, we shall see 

a pathway beside which is an inscription.  It reads:  

“This is the way to a faith that works.”   

Tradition Three 

“The only requirement for A.A. membership is a  

desire to stop drinking.” 

The answer, now seen in Tradition Three, was  

simplicity itself.  At last experience taught us that to 

take away any alcoholic’s full chance was sometimes 

to pronounce his death sentence, and often to  

condemn him to endless misery.  Who dared to be 

judge, jury, and executioner of his own sick brother? 

Concept Three 
“As a traditional means of creating and maintaining 
a clearly defined working relation between the 
groups, the Conference, the A.A. General Service 
Board and its several service corporations, staffs, 
committees and executives, and of thus insuring 
their effective leadership, it is here suggested that 
we endow each of these elements of world service 
with a traditional “Right of Decision.” 

 
This “Right of Decision” should never be made an 
excuse for failure to render proper reports of all  
significant actions taken; it ought never be used as a 
reason for constantly exceeding a clearly defined 
authority, nor as an excuse for persistently failing to 
consult those who are entitled to be consulted  
before an important decision or action is taken. 
Our entire A.A. program rests squarely upon the 
principle of mutual trust.  We trust God, we trust 
A.A., and we trust each other.  Therefore we cannot 
do less than trust our leaders in service.  The “Right 
of Decision” that we offer them is not only the  
practical means by which they may act and lead 
effectively, but it is also the symbol of our implicit 
confidence. 



Tradition Three: The only requirement for AA membership is a desire to stop 
drinking.  

1. In my mind, do I prejudge some new AA members as losers?  

2. Is there some kind of alcoholic whom I privately do not want in my AA group?  

3. Do I set myself up as a judge of whether a newcomer is sincere or phony?  

4. Do I let language, religion (or lack of it), race, education, age, or other such things interfere 
with my carrying the message?  

5. Am I overimpressed by a celebrity? By a doctor, a clergyman, an ex-convict? Or can I just 
treat this new member simply and naturally as one more sick human, like the rest of us?  

6. When someone turns up at AA needing information or help (even if he can’t ask for it 
aloud), does it really matter to me what he does for a living? Where he lives? What his  
domestic arrangements are? Whether he had been to AA before? What his other problems 
are?  

Concept III: To insure effective leadership, we should endow each element of 
A.A. —the Conference, the General Service Board and its service corporations, 
staffs, committees, and executives—with a traditional “Right of Decision.”  

 Do we understand what is meant by the “Right of Decision”? Do we grant it at all levels of 
service or do we “instruct”?  

 Do we trust our trusted servants — G.S.R., D.C.M., area delegate, the Conference itself?  

Checklist 



March 1: 

1939:  Readers Digest failed to write promised arti-

cle on AA. 

1941:  Saturday Evening Post article by Jack Alexan-

der created national sensation. AA membership 

quadrupled in one year from 2000 to 8000. 

 

March 3: 

1947:  Nell Wing, Bill's secretary and first archivist of 

AA, began her career at Alcoholic Foundation Office 

at 415 Lexington Avenue.  

March 4: 

1891:  Lois Wilson was born.  

March 5: 

1945:  Time Magazine reported Detroit radio broad-

casts of AA members. 

March 7: 

1940: Bill and Lois visited the Philadelphia AA group. 

1941: Boston newspaper reported that any drunk 

who wanted to get well was more than welcome at 

the AA meeting at 115 Newbury St., at 8 PM 

Wednesdays. 

March 9: 

1941:  Wichita Beacon reported AA member from 

NY who wanted to form a group in Wichita, Kansas. 

March 10: 

1944: New York Intergroup was established. 

March 11: 

1947:  A Priest in St. Paul, Minnesota, founded Calix 

International. Alcoholics in his parish met after Sat-

urday morning Mass to discuss the readings for the 

upcoming Sunday and how their faith melded with 

the Twelve Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous. 

March 12: 

1940:  Ebby Thatcher, Bill Wilson's boyhood friend 

and sponsor, was reported sober again. 

March 14: 

1941:  South Orange, NJ, AA held an anniversary din-

ner at the Hotel Suburban with Bill Wilson as the 

guest speaker. 

March 15: 

1941:  1st AA group was formed in New Haven, Con-

necticut. 

March 16: 

1940: Bill moved the Alcoholic Foundation office to 

30 Vesey St., NY. (30 Vesey St., NY, was almost de-

stroyed on September 11, 2001.) 

March 18: 

1951:  Cliff W. was elected 1st delegate from South-

ern California. 

March 21: 

1881:  Anne Ripley, Dr. Bob's wife, was born. 

1966:  Ebby Thatcher, Bill Wilson's sponsor, died so-

ber. 

March 22: 

1951:  Dr. William Duncan Silkworth died at Towns 

Hospital.  

1984:  Clarence Snyder, founder of Cleveland AA and 

author of "Home Brewmeister," died at 81, 46 years 

sober. 

March 23: 

1936:  Bill & Lois Wilson visited Fitz Mayo, "Our 

Southern Friend," in Maryland.  

1941:  Sybil C.'s sobriety date. She was the first 

woman to enter AA west of the Mississippi. 

March 25: 

1898: Jim B. ({"The Vicious Cycle") was born 

1965:  Richmond Walker, author of "Twenty-Four 

Hours a Day" book, died at age 72, almost 23 years 

sober. 

2005: Nancy Olson, Founder of AAHL- See Memorial 

at: http://hindsfoot.org/nomem1.htm 

 

 

This Month in A.A. History… 

 



March 29: 

1943:  The Charleston Mail, WV, reported that Bill 

Wilson had given a talk at St. John's Parish House. 

March 31: 

1947:  1st AA group was formed in London, England.  

 

Other events in March, for which I have no exact 

date: 

1936: AA had 10 members staying sober. At end of 

1936 A.A. had 15 members. 

1938: Bill begins writing the book Alcoholics  

Anonymous.  Works Publishing Inc established to 

support writing and printing of the book. 

 

 

1940: Mort J. came to LA from Denver; started  

custom of reading Chapter 5 Big Book at Cecil group. 

1941: Second printing of Big Book. 

1941: 1st Prison AA Group formed at San Quentin. 

1945:  March of Time film was produced and  

supervised by E.M. Jellinek and produced by NY AA 

office 

1946:  The Jefferson Barracks AA Group in Missouri 

was formed. It is thought to be the first ever in a  

military installation. 

Birthday C lub —  February 2026  
 Karen A. Women In Recovery  02/01/2020 

  

 

Anyone wishing to becoming a part of the Birthday Club — See page 12 for details. 

Join the Tri-District 

Faithful Fivers 

“When we meet and defeat the temptation to take large gifts, we are only being prudent.  But when we give 

a token that we are grateful for our blessing and evidence that we are eager to share what we have found 

with other who still suffer.” 

 Bill W.  Reprinted from The Language of the Heart with permission from the AA Grapevine, Inc. 

Karen A.  Bill S. 

David C. Tom  C . Virginia D. 















Join the Tri-District Faithful Fivers 
“When we meet and defeat the temptation to take large gifts, we are only being 

prudent.  But when we give a token that we are grateful for our blessing and evidence 

that we are eager to share what we have found with other who still suffer.” — Bill W. 

Reprinted from The Language of the Heart with permission from the AA Grapevine, Inc. 

Yes!  Please enroll me as a Faithful Fiver!  Date_____________________________ 

I will pay    ❑ Annually ($60)  ❑  Quarterly ($15)  ❑  Monthly ($5) 

Please email a reminder ❑   Email address___________________________________________________ 

Here is my contribution of $_______________  for ________________ months. 

Name__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________________________________ 

City_________________________________________________ State____________ Zip_______________ 

Phone number___________________________________________________________________________ 

 Mail to: Tri-District Central Office, 600 University Office Blvd, Ste 14B, Pensacola, FL 32504 

What are Faithful Fivers? 

Faithful Fivers are AA members who 
contribute at least Five dollars each 
month to support Tri-District Inter-
group AA Central Office to carry the 
AA message of hope and recovery to 
those alcoholics who still suffer in 
the Tri-District Area of Escambia and 
Santa Rosa Counties.  As a Faithful 
Fiver, your personal contribution can 
and will make our vital services pos-
sible. 

The Faithful Fiver idea came about 
when we remembered we wasted 
much more than five dollars each 
month during our drinking days.  
Your contribution will help Tri-
District Intergroup AA Central Office 
provide the services necessary to 
carry the message of Alcoholics 
Anonymous. 

Tri-District Central Office 
helps carry the AA message to the 
still suffering alcoholic by coordi-
nating the following services: 

• Answers inquiries from those 
seeking help (suffering alcohol-
ics, sober alcoholics, meetings, 
groups, professionals and the 
general public) 

• Orders & sells AA literature 

• Publishes meeting lists 

• Maintains a 12-step list to help 
the still suffering alcoholic 

• Maintains and updates website: 
www.aapensacola.org 

• Acts as an information exchange 
for all Escambia and Santa Rosa 
meetings and groups 

 

• Cooperates closely with other 
AA entities such as GSO New 
York, General Services, Public 
Information/Cooperation with 
Professional Community, Hospi-
tals & Institutions, and Bridging 
the Gap Committees. 

 

Your Contribution goes directly to 
supporting these services! 
 

If you want to drink — 
That is your business — 
If you want to stop drinking — 
That’s Ours. 

Tri-District Central Office 
Building 14, Ste 14B 
600 University Office Blvd. 
Pensacola, FL  32504 
(850) 433-4191 
Www.aapensacola.org 

 

Faithful Fivers are Doing Service Work! 



You’re Invited to join the 

Birthday Club 
Birthday Club is when AA members  

contribute $1 per year of their Sobriety 

to the Central Office as act of gratitude 

and support your local Tri-District Intergroup. 
 

All you do is send us your Contribution on your Birthday month 

with your sobriety date & home group or mail it in with this sheet 

and we will print it in the Newsletter monthly Birthday Club. 

 

Name 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sobriety Date 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Group 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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